Sunday, April 26, 2026
Fourth Sunday of Easter

Prayer for the Morning

We, your people, the flock of your pasture, will give
you thanks for ever and ever; we will tell your praise
from age to age, alleluia! (cf. Ps 79:13)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will
be for ever. Amen. Alleluia

Hymn Meter: 77 77 D

Christ the Lord is risen today;
Christians, haste your vows to pay;
Offer ye your praises meet

At the Paschal Victim’s feet.

For the sheep the Lamb has bled,
Sinless in the sinner’s stead;
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high,
Now he lives no more to die.
Christ, who once for sinners bled,
Now the first-born from the dead,
Throned in endless might and power,
Lives and reigns for evermore.
Hail, eternal Hope on high!

Hail, thou King of victory!

Hail, thou Prince of life adored!
Help and save us, gracious Lord.

Psalm 86:9-13
My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they
follow me. (Jn 10:27)
To follow in the footsteps of our Shepherd is to pass
through the valley of death into the glory of life lived
to the full in his presence. Let us pray always for the
reassurance of his guiding hand and of his word,
spoken through the word we will hear in today’s
-Eucharistic liturgy and through those appointed to
lead us in his name.

All the nations shall come to adore you

and glorify your name, O Lord:

for you are great and do marvelous deeds,

you who alone are God.

Show me, Lord, your way

so that | may walk in your truth.

Guide my heart to fear your name.

| will praise you, Lord my God, with all my heart

and glorify your name for ever;

for your love to me has been great:

you have saved me from the depths of the grave.
Glory to the Father...

Word of God Numbers 27:15-17

Moses said to the Lord, “May the Lord, the God of
the spirits of all mankind, set over the community
a man who shall act as their leader in all things, to
guide them in all their actions; that the Lord’s
community may not be like sheep without a
shepherd.”

Be attentive to him and heed his voice. (Ex 23:21)

Canticle of Zechariah

God led forth his people like sheep,/ he guided them
through the desert like a flock./ He led them on secure
and unafraid. (cf. Ps 78:52-53)

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has
come to his people and set them free. He has
raised up for us a mighty savior, born of the house
of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old that
he would save us from our enemies, from the
hands of all who hate us. He promised to show
mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy
covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, free
to worship him without fear, holy and righteous in
his sight all the days of our life. You, my child,
shall be called the prophet of the Most High; for
you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, to
give his people knowledge of salvation by the
forgiveness of their sins. In the tender
compassion of our God the dawn from on high
shall break upon us, to shine on those who dwell
in darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide
our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father...

Intercessions

Let us pray for those who have been appointed to
the task of shepherd in the Church:

R/0 Shepherd of Israel, hear us.

O Shepherd of all shepherds, guide and strengthen
our Holy Father, - that he may always shepherd
your flock in the image of Christ: R/

O Shepherd of all shepherds, inspire our local
bishops, - that they may lead your people safely
with nothing to fear: R/

O Shepherd of all shepherds, be with our local
pastors, - that they may care for the lost: R/

Personal intentions



Our Father....

Lord Jesus Christ, on the road to Emmaus you opened
the eyes of your disciples to your presence in word
spoken and bread broken. Grant us always the gift of
faith to welcome your presence with joy and to live by
your teaching, who live and reign with the Father in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
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Reading 1 Acts of the Apostles 2:14a, 36-41

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his
voice, and proclaimed: “Let the whole house of
Israel know for certain that God has made both
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the
heart, and they asked Peter and the other
apostles, “What are we to do, my brothers?” Peter
said to them, “Repent and be baptized, every one
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is made to
you and to your children and to all those far off,
whomever the Lord our God will call.” He testified
with many other arguments, and was exhorting
them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt
generation.” Those who accepted his message
were baptized, and about three thousand persons
were added that day.

Reading 2 1Peter 2:20b-25

Beloved: If you are patient when you suffer for
doing what is good, this is a grace before God. For
to this you have been called, because Christ also
suffered for you, leaving you an example that you
should follow in his footsteps.

He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in
his mouth.

When he was insulted, he returned no insult; when
he suffered, he did not threaten; instead, he
handed himself over to the one who judges justly.

He himself bore our sins in his body upon the
cross, so that, free from sin, we might live for
righteousness. By his wounds you have been
healed. For you had gone astray like sheep, but
you have now returned to the shepherd and
guardian of your souls.

Gospel John 10:1-10

Jesus said: “Amen, amen, | say to you, whoever
does not enter a sheepfold through the gate but
climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a robber. But
whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd
of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens it for him, and
the sheep hear his voice, as the shepherd calls his
own sheep by name and leads them out. When he
has driven out all his own, he walks ahead of
them, and the sheep follow him, because they
recognize his voice. But they will not follow a
stranger; they will run away from him, because
they do not recognize the voice of strangers.”
Although Jesus used this figure of speech, the
Pharisees did not realize what he was trying to tell
them.

So Jesus said again, “Amen, amen, | say to you,

| am the gate for the sheep. All who came before
me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not
listen to them. | am the gate. Whoever enters
through me will be saved, and will come in and go
out and find pasture. A thief comes only to steal
and slaughter and destroy; | came so that they
might have life and have it more abundantly.”

Men of St. Joseph Prayer
St. Joseph, help me to be like you. Help me to be
obedient to the teachings of the Church and
faithful to God’s commands. Help me to patiently
endure my cross each day. Let me be a model of
holiness and a pillar of virtue. | solemnly promise
to embrace God’s will and | accept the challenge
to work tirelessly for my family’s salvation. Be my
guide and companion on this journey. St. Joseph,
terror of demons, pray for us!

Prayer for the Morning text used with permission
of Magnificat



