Sunday, September 6, 2026
Twenty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Time

Prayer for the Morning

Christ’s love reaches to heaven; his truth to the skies:
let us give thanks and praise! ~ Glory to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia

Hymn Meter: LM

Though | may speak with bravest fire,
And have the gift to all inspire,

And have not love, my words are vain
As sounding brass, and hopeless gain.
Though | may give all | possess,

And striving so my love profess,

But not be giv'n by love within,

The profit soon turns strangely thin.
Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control,
Our spirits long to be made whole.

Let inward love guide every deed;

By this we worship, and are freed.

Psalm 36:2-7

Above all, let your love for one another be intense,
because love covers a multitude of sins. (1 Pt 4:8)

The greatest demand love makes on us is that we help
one another into the Kingdom of God. Sometimes love
requires us to speak a painful word of truth to awaken
someone blinded by sin, -recognizing that we
ourselves are also sinners. Let us do for one another
what we would have others do for us.

Sin speaks to the sinner in the depths of his heart.
There is no fear of God before his eyes.

He so flatters himself in his mind that he knows
not his guilt.

In his mouth are mischief and deceit.

All wisdom is gone.

He plots the defeat of goodness as he lies on his
bed.

He has set his foot on evil ways, he clings to what
is evil.

Your love, Lord, reaches to heaven; your truth to
the skies.

Your justice is like God’s mountain, your
judgments like the deep.

Glory to the Father...

Word of God James 5:19-20

My brothers, if anyone among you should stray

from the truth and someone bring him back, he
should know that whoever brings back a sinner
from the error of his way will save his soul from
death and will cover a multitude of sins.

Let us then pursue what leads to peace and to
building up one another. (Rom 14:19)

Canticle of Zechariah

You yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all
knowledge, and able to admonish one another.

(Rom 15:14)

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has
come to his people and set them free. He has
raised up for us a mighty savior, born of the house
of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old that
he would save us from our enemies, from the
hands of all who hate us. He promised to show
mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy
covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, free
to worship him without fear, holy and righteous in
his sight all the days of our life. You, my child,
shall be called the prophet of the Most High; for
you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, to
give his people knowledge of salvation by the
forgiveness of their sins. In the tender
compassion of our God the dawn from on high
shall break upon us, to shine on those who dwell
in darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide
our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father...
Intercessions
In love we pray:

R/Hear us, O Lord!

When sin blinds the heart, - open our eyes by the
light of your Word, we pray: R/

When sin divides us, - reconcile us in your peace,
we pray: R/
When sin entraps us, - free us through the love of
those around us, we pray: R/

Personal intentions
Our Father....



God of love beyond all telling, pour into our hearts
the light of love made visible in the Death and
Resurrection of Jesus Christ, that we may fill the
whole earth with his truth and his love through our
charity toward one another. Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
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Reading 1 Ezekiel 33:7-9

Thus says the Lord: You, son of man, | have
appointed watchman for the house of Israel; when
you hear me say anything, you shall warn them for
me. If | tell the wicked, “O wicked one, you shall
surely die,” and you do not speak out to dissuade
the wicked from his way, the wicked shall die for
his guilt, but | will hold you responsible for his
death. But if you warn the wicked, trying to turn
him from his way, and he refuses to turn from his
way, he shall die for his guilt, but you shall save
yourself.

Reading 2 Romans 13:8-10

Brothers and sisters: Owe nothing to anyone,
except to love one another; for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. The commandments,
“You shall not commit adultery; you shall not Kkill;
you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and
whatever other commandment there may be, are
summed up in this saying, namely, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no evil to the
neighbor; hence, love is the fulfillment of the law.

Gospel Matthew 18:15-20
Jesus said to his disciples: “If your brother sins
against you, go and tell him his fault between you
and him alone. If he listens to you, you have won
over your brother. If he does not listen, take one or
two others along with you, so that ‘every fact may
be established on the testimony of two or three
witnesses.’ If he refuses to listen to them, tell the
church. If he refuses to listen even to the church,
then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax
collector. Amen, | say to you, whatever you bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again,
amen, | say to you, if two of you agree on earth
about anything for which they are to pray, it shall
be granted to them by my heavenly Father. For
where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am | in the midst of them.”

Men of St. Joseph Prayer
St. Joseph, help me to be like you. Help me to be
obedient to the teachings of the Church and
faithful to God’s commands. Help me to patiently
endure my cross each day. Let me be a model of
holiness and a pillar of virtue. | solemnly promise
to embrace God’s will and | accept the challenge
to work tirelessly for my family’s salvation. Be my
guide and companion on this journey. St. Joseph,
terror of demons, pray for us!

Prayer for the Morning text used with permission
of Magnificat



